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?>ut hero again we remark that the command is
limited by the peculiar condition of the nascent Church,
and that if it were performed to the utmost the
Enthusiasm of Humanity would still remain entirely
unsatisfied. There comes a time when the work of
baptism has been already accomplished. We, for ex-
ample, live in the midst of a baptized community ; the
command has become for us unnecessary or rather im-
possible to be fulfilled. But to meet the new circum-
stances, though Christ is silent, the spirit of Christ issues
a new command. The Enthusiasm of Humanity tells us
that though all arc baptized all arc not yet truly humane,
It may be true that almost all are conscious of impulses
and compunctions which are due directly or indirectly to
Christianity, but the glowing humanity which alone
Christ valued is surely not even common, much less
universal, among the baptized. To rekindle this in those
who have lost it, or in those who though nominally
Christians have never really conceived it, or in those who
have adopted one of the countless perversions of Chris-
tianity, and have never understood that this enthusiasm is
the true Christian law, here is work for the Christian
concerning which Christ left no command because it
could not arise in the infant Church. As early, however,
as the Apostolic age itself, it had begun to be the principal
occupation of Christians. St. Paul's Epistles throughout
regard the Christian Enthusiasm as liable to remission,
dopivss'u m, and languor. Continually therefore he exhorts
the Christians to whom he writes to remember their ideal
His admonitions to activity in philanthropiad works art)
brief and few though always earnest; but when he
endeavours to keep alive their Immunity, when lie